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MERTON STREET

SSEC owns a commercial property in the form 
of a suite at Merton Street, Sutherland which 
fortunately has remained tenanted following a 

period two years ago when it was untenanted for 
a whole year. This has provided much needed 
funds to offset levies imposed on the building for 
the Fire Safety Upgrade required by Sutherland 
Council. 

The Wallumurra Track passing through woodland featuring Eucayptus haemastoma/racemosa (scribbly gum), Eucalyptus sieberi (Silvertop ash) and 
Eucalpytus piperita (Sydney peppermint). Photo credit Ian Hill. 

30-05-2024 Merton Street Property Sutherland. Photo credit Ian Hill. 
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Two very costly levies were paid in the September 
and December 2024 quarters to enable significant 
works to be undertaken for the project. This 
brought forward some of the cost distribution of the 
Upgrade and has enabled subsequent levies to be 
lessened. Fire safety levies will remain a significant 
financial burden until the upgrades are completed 
in September 2026, after which the SSEC will 
be better able to support further environmental 
initiatives.

THE BOARD

The Board had some turnover in the treasurer role 
over the last financial year due to the personal 
circumstances of those involved. Following the 
resignation of Lily Meier in April 2024, Laura 
Menschik filled the role briefly before being 
replaced by Constantine Lawrence in late July 
2024. After Constantine’s resignation in mid-
February 2025, Pili Stone was appointed shortly 
after as the new treasurer. 

Pili brings a wealth of qualifications to the role of 
treasurer and is a welcome addition to the Board.

GRATITUDE AND RECOGNITION 

SSEC’s continued success relies on the dedication 
of its active members, whose contributions remain 
invaluable. I extend my sincere thanks to all 
members for their ongoing support.

Special acknowledgements go to:- 

•	 Phil Smith, long-serving Board member, for 
managing the RD Walshe Writing for the 
Environment Award and the Speaking for the 
Planet competition, ably supported by the 
volunteers on the assessment panels

•	 Cooper Riach for stepping up to lead the Coal 
Campaign and for his Facebook posts.  

•	 Sadaf Basamraz for her valuable work as Public 
Officer and for her guidance on regulatory 
matters

•	 Gay Curtis for leading ShireCAN
•	 Diana Smit for running the Streamwatch 

program. 
•	 The Electrify Bundeena team for putting on some 

great events and fostering closer collaboration 
with Sutherland Shire Council

•	 Board members for their continued support and 
commitments

DONATIONS 

I would like to thank all those who have made 
donations to the SSEC since the last AGM. 

THE FUTURE 

Protection of the local environment is only as 
strong as the commitment of those willing to 
do something about it. We invite all interested 
individuals to assist SSEC in preserving the 
natural beauty, waterways, and parks of our Shire. 
Volunteering drives advocacy and campaign 
work. SSEC encourages member participation in 
initiatives including koala conservation, waterways 
protection, marine preservation, and catchment 
conservation such as Streamwatch.

Many policy decisions require informed community 
input; SSEC offers resources to facilitate effective 
environmental advocacy and sustainability efforts. 
Enhanced protections are needed for shorebirds, 
waterways, marine environments, and nature 
conservation across the Sutherland Shire. With 
continued member engagement, SSEC remains 
resolute in pursuing these objectives.

Ian Hill 
SSEC Chair
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Competitions
2025 RD Walshe Writing for the Environment Competition
Hang On, Humans Don’t Give Up!
Phil Smith and Alex Talbot

The 2025 national Writing for the Environment 
attracted almost a hundred entries. Again, this 
competition has provided people from around 
Australia an opportunity to use their writing skills 
to wonder about and work towards inspiring 
others to hang in there and keep working towards a 
sustainable world. 

This year, we asked for poems and discovered that 
there are many. poets in our country! We received 
many different shapes and styles of poetry.  Writers 
built in stories and facts and visions and fears and 
wins and losses as they sought to inspire continued 
focus and energy and effort. 

Here’s the original call for entries.

https://www.ssec.org.au/grants-and-awards/rd-
walshe-memorial-writing-for-the-environment-
prize/ 

We received 95 entries across the three categories:

•	 Under 19:  38 entries
•	 19-26:  18 entries
•	 Over 60: 39 entries

Two teams of judges were created. Thank you to all 
judges who helped determine the winners. Their 
rankings are vital. But so, too, are their insightful 
comments about content and style. Thanks to our 
judges: Nicola, Pete, Sharelle, Hanh, Cooper, Syd, 
Pat, Grant and Dr Rowan Cahill.

Overarching comments
Judges were impressed with the variety of 
styles and approaches – acrostics, haiku, free 
style, rhyming verse. There was complexity 

and utter simplicity; there was powerful use of 
poetic language and imagery; there was anger 
and bitterness as well as compassion. Either 
implicitly or explicitly, all writers demonstrated an 
understanding of the dire straits many ecosystems 
and communities are in. But all found glimmers 
of opportunity for action and hope.  There are real 
concerns and fears amongst the authors, but the 
passion and hope are genuine. To be of any use, 
hope must be given action. Bob Walshe would have 
argued that writing is one of those actions. Please 
post your poems - let others read them. Inspire 
others to write. To think and feel. To think and 
feel and write.  To think and feel and write and act. 
Share your poems with friends and families and 
inspire others to wake up and give humans and all 
other species a chance for survival!
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Under 19

First place ($500): 
Voices for the Earth by Ellie Booth

https://www.ssec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/
wpforms/27170-5091fc2816b87e44ca0e059354c1
5f29/Voices-for-the-Earth-Ellie-Booth-299618f15
3e5e04b0bbe9f95a622569e.docx

Second place ($250): 
The Hollow Earth Screams by Rayna Kaushal

https://www.ssec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/
wpforms/27170-5091fc2816b87e44ca0e059354
c15f29/The-Hollow-Earth-Screams-Final-Copy-
6352866fb931d6e3794c296cd8a58f8c.docx

Pat Strong Writing Award for Young Writers 
($100): 
The Colour we cannot Lose by Tanishqa Cheeran

https://www.ssec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/
wpforms/27170-5091fc2816b87e44ca0e05
9354c15f29/The-Colour-We-Cannot-Lose-
d8f07aa9e37f3e2fed0592a21d42b7ee.pdf

19 -26

First place ($500): 
Bin Chicken Prophecy by Hannah Borrell

https://www.ssec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/
wpforms/27170-5091fc2816b87e44ca0e059354c1
5f29/Bin-Chicken-Prophecy-3a79e96268a3e419aa
6d6b8595bd2c54.pdf

Second place ($250): 
Dear Children by Samra Sayeda

https://www.ssec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/
wpforms/27170-5091fc2816b87e44ca0e059354c1
5f29/Dear-Children-efd4262396285eaefa81f6367
e49dfb5.pdf

Third place ($100): 
They will by Mia Barbeitos

https://www.ssec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/
wpforms/27170-5091fc2816b87e44ca0e059354c1
5f29/they-will-1-4e735c757fd93e535f2baea3a8f3e
76d.pdf

Over 60

First place ($500): 
Whispers on a Breeze by Julie Butler

https://www.ssec.org.au/wp-content/uploads/
wpforms/27170-5091fc2816b87e44ca0e059354c1
5f29/WHISPERS-ON-A-BREEZE-0e1c43d0f83c9
6099cb74c33dfd26d62.docx

Second Place ($100): 
Hope in the Harmony by Cynthia Bolton

https://www.ssec.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/wpforms/27170-5091fc2816b87e4
4ca0e059354c15f29/Hope-in-the-harmony-
f56248beb6d5abc56ec3b5150850333a.pdf

Special mention
Nature’s Lesson by Judy Walker

https://www.ssec.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/wpforms/27170-
5091fc2816b87e44ca0e059354c15f29/A-Haiku-
Poem-07103274bb0a6c8f6d10fea5dda7489a.docx

Climate Change: A Skeptic’s View by Jim Kent

https://www.ssec.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/wpforms/27170-5091fc2816b87e4
4ca0e059354c15f29/CLIMATE-CHANGE-
f75a33c1df08ef301aca9c322e0ff52b.docx

Congratulations to all those who submitted poems 
for this year’s competition. Next year, we may invite 
writers to submits scripts for short plays!
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Speaking 4 the Planet
Phil Smith, Petur Farkas and Hanh Do

The theme for all 2025 S4P competitions is the 
climate crisis. Events are taking place in Canada 
Bay/Strathfield/Burwood, Inner West and Sydney. 
There will be another event in Christchurch, New 
Zealand. The 8th Kids 4 the Planet competition will 
be run at McCallums Hill PS in June.

In 2025, these events took place:

•	 National online competition with a focus on the 
climate crisis.

•	 Parramatta with a focus on climate leadership.

•	 Burwood, Strathfield, Canada Bay Councils live 
event at Domremy College with a focus on trees; 
this event was managed by Robin Smith from 
Climate Action Burwood Canada Bay who managed 
the development and delivery of this event!

•	 Kids 4 the Planet at McCallums Hill PS. The 
theme was Congratulations again to Ms Rasha 
Zreika for running this 8th K4P event.

A speech by Minh Khue, a 9 year old student at 
Ba Dinh Primary School in Ha Noi, Viet Nam, 
was shown at the commencement of the 2025 
competition.

•	 St Mark’s College, Nomagama, Uganda; this 
event asked the school teams how they can make 
a contribution to sustainability. 

•	 Christchurch, NZ, with a focus on SDGs chose 
by the local government. Congratulations to 
Jocelyn Papprill from Environment Canterbury 
for her 8th year of S4P events in Christchurch! 
There were 134 entries across the categories 
from 21 schools – 12 primary and 9 secondary.

Prizes and certificate for the Kids 4 the Planet competition at McCallums Hill PS.
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Thanks as always to SSEC for its ongoing support. 
And thanks to the councils that participated and 
supported competitions this year – Strathfield, 
Burwood, Canada Bay, Inner West.

Thanks again to Petur Farkas in Hungary for his 
incredible design and layout skills! Thanks to 
Hanh for the research and website and design 
work she did.

Thanks to Rasha Zreika, McCallums Hill PS 
for inspiring her school and others in the 
neighbourhood to participate in another incredible 
K4P event.

Thanks to Michael Kozok at Paddy Pallin – a 
company that has supported S4P from the very 
beginning – and Alan Dower from XTM Cross the 
Mountain. Both provided generous gift vouchers 
for the competitions.

Burwood, Strathfield, Canada Bay Councils live event

Fading reefs, by Sienna Lau, Rosebank College ›
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Campaigns
Protecting the Royal National Park and  
Woronora Reservoir Catchment
Cooper Riach

To begin this report, I would like to be open and 
honest about the state of this campaign this year. 
Capacity has been at a historic low and as such, this 
year’s campaign has been largely responsive and 
rarely proactive. However, this doesn’t mean that 
we have been without impact. We have been able to 
get significant quotes in many of the media pieces 
on the mine this year, keeping the SSEC and our 
continued advocacy on the map.

In March, the judgement from the EPA’s court 
case against Peabody was released. The result of 
a criminal conviction against the company was 
a positive outcome, however, the accompanying 
fine of $196,560 plus court costs of $304,806 was 
totally insignificant and inconsequential. Peabody’s 
executives must have been cheering. 

The total fine imposed amounted to $501,366 
and is viewed as vastly inadequate as it does not 
equate to the damage caused. New Government 
legislation is required enabling the impost of much 
more significant penalties addressing such serious 
environmental damage. 

Doubling the NSW EPAs maximum penalties, as 
was done earlier last year by the NSW Government, 
unfortunately will not be enough to deter pollution 
events like the coal sludge spills of 2022/23… 
or the continued and compounding impacts of 
longwall mining under the Woronora Catchment. 
However, the larger the fine the more motivation 
there is for very large companies to ensure better 
environmental outcomes. 

Regardless, thank you to all those who put in an 
affidavit for this case and thank you to the EPA staff 
who pursued this case against Peabody.

In July, Peabody formally lodged their plans to 
extend their mining operations under the Woronora 
Catchment through a licence modification. We 
mobilised and set about alerting the community, 
writing submission guides, and organising an 
in-person writing workshop. As a result of these 
efforts we bumped up the total submissions in 
opposition to the modification to 140… double the 
amount of submissions in support of the mine! 
Submissions in opposition were also lodged by 
numerous other local environment collectives 
and NGOs including the Oatley Flora and Fauna 
Conservation Society, Woronora Valley Residents 
Association, ShireCAN, Nature Conservation 
Council, Lock the Gate Alliance, National Parks 
Association Illawarra Branch, Sydney and Illawarra 
Knitting Nannas, and Protect our Water Alliance.

While we wait for the determination of this 
planning proposal, there is plenty of ongoing 
volunteering that you can take part in. For 
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example, the local StreamWatch program run 
by Diana Smit, where you can participate in a 
monthly trip out to Camp Gully Creek to take 
water quality measurements of the creek and its 
confluence with the Hacking (Deeban) River. 
This work contributes to the establishment of 
long-term baseline water quality data, as well as 
adding scrutiny to Peabody’s own water quality 
measurements. If you would like to help with the 
StreamWatch program, please reach out to the 
SSEC via email or socials and we will put you in 
contact with Diana.

It would be wrong to not acknowledge the impact 
of the people who drove this campaign in years 
past, some of whom are still involved to this day. 
In particular I express my deepest gratitude to 
Dr Catherine Reynolds, former EO of the SSEC, 
for her continued work on this campaign in her 
own capacity. Catherine has a remarkable ability 
to meticulously comb through hundreds of pages 
of high-level documents and translate them into 
language lay-people can understand. Without her, 
much of the deeper, more sinister impacts of this 

mine (and the company which operates it), would 
remain hidden behind pages of jargon. It is hard 
to understate just how much of this campaign’s 
success, and indeed the SSEC’s growth as whole, 
is as a result of the tireless dedication of Dr 
Catherine Reynolds. Thank you for your passion 
and your resolve in taking up this herculean fight 
to protect our catchments.

And indeed thank you to everyone who has been 
involved in this campaign over the years. There 
is a power in simply showing up, and so many of 
you have demonstrated that year after year. I ask 
humbly that we continue doing so, and invite our 
friends along for the journey.

I would also like to extend an offer to anyone 
new to the SSEC who would like to take part in 
this campaign. Any skills are welcome, so please 
reach out if you too would like to advocate for our 
precious water catchments.

Warmly, and with hope,  
Cooper.

23 August submission writing workshop at Cronulla Central. 
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In the News:

•	 24 March, 2025, “Coal miner Peabody breached 
licence conditions, to pay $500,000 for Royal 
National Park pollution”, ABC News

•	 24 March, 2025, “Helensburgh mine fined after 
coal sediment, toxic waste flowed into creek”, 
Illawarra Mercury

•	 24 March, 2025, “Coal company fined $196,560 
for polluting creek leading into Hacking River”, 
The Leader

•	 26 March, 2025, “Mixed response to coal 
company’s penalty for polluting creek leading to 
Hacking”, The Leader

•	 2 April, 2025, “You know our environmental laws 
are broken, when a coal mine makes 1000 times 
what it costs to pollute”, The New Daily

•	 9 April, 2025, “Peabody Energy to pay $500K for 
Royal NP Pollution”, Wild Magazine

•	 25 June 2025, “Trouble with holding Peabody to 
account”, Illawarra Flame

•	 23 July, 2025, “Alarm over new mining lease next 
to Illawarra drinking water reservoir“, Illawarra 
Mercury

•	 4 August, 2025, “Public asked to have their 
say on mine extension under Illawarra water 
catchment“, Illawarra Mercury

•	 28 August, 2025, “US giant Peabody Energy 
applies to expand mine under Sydney’s water 
after pollution fine“, News.com.au

•	 8 September, 2025, “Who said what in over 200 
submissions on coal mining in water catchment”, 
Illawarra Flame

Camp Gully Creek September 2022. Photo credit Bob Crombie.
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Shire Climate Action Network (ShireCAN)  
2024/2025 Year in Review
Gay Curtis, ShireCAN Coordinator

Shire Climate Action Network (ShireCAN) has had 
a dynamic and fruitful year and we continue to 
welcome new members to our growing network. 

Federal: ShireCAN committed to support the 
campaigns of nationally aligned organisations, 
such as the Climate Council, 350.org Australia 
and Climate Action Network Australia. The latter 
providing valuable resources with the latest media 
stories. 

We continued to seek support and advice from 350.
org Australia on their campaign to change NSW 
councils, (specifically Sutherland Shire Council) 
local planning policies to require all new builds, 
residential and business to be all-electric.

After the Cook electorate Bi-election in May 2024, 
ShireCAN members met with the Simon Kennedy 
for a briefing and talk about renewables and his 
stance on nuclear. 

State: Collaborating and supporting other NSW 
climate aligned organisation campaigns continued. 
This involved the Nature Conservation Council’s 
Climate and Energy Working Group, including 
writing a submission on the NSW Native Forest 
Preservation. 

ShireCAN members were invited to attend in 
March 2025, a Lock the Gate, 3 Day Movement 
Muster in Dungog where city and regional groups 
worked together on coal and coal seam gas issues 
especially impacting rural farming lands. ShireCAN 
also supported Lock the Gate’s campaign with a 
submission on the NSW Net Zero Commission’s 
Work Plan. 

Local Shire: ShireCAN continued the working 
relationship with the Environmental Science 
Unit of Council, sharing information and cross-
promoting climate activities/events as well 
as having quarterly meetings, to discuss and 
contribute to Council’s climate and sustainability 
initiatives. This also included two stakeholder 
forum briefings for the Tree & Bushland and 

Climate Strategies. ShireCAN members were also 
invited to a Council Community Energy Pilot 
workshop.

ShireCAN members attended several Council 
Meetings to support a ShireCAN speaker in the 
adoption of the Tree & Bushland Strategy and the 
Climate Strategy. Two ShireCAN speakers also 
spoke on two separate Council Meetings, against 
the approval of the Development Control Plan, 3m 
Tree Removal Rule. 

Due to the Sutherland to Cronulla Active Transport 
Link (SCATL) Stage 2 West and Stage 3 proving 
to be going nowhere fast, ShireCAN initiated a 
campaign for members and the community to 
write to the Ministers for Transport and Roads as a 
final push to urge a decision, to proceed still using 
some of the rail corridor. ShireCAN and other local 
stakeholders wrote to the respective Ministers and 
lobbied State MPs and Councillors to request a 
meeting to resolve the stalemate.  

In the September school holidays, ShireCAN 
organised a movie screening of Dr Seuss’ ‘The 
Lorax’. ShireCAN would like to thank Tradies 
who supported the event, providing the room and 
equipment and helping with the promotions. The 
participants also enjoyed fun games learning about 
caring for the environment.

Connecting with Shire residents is important; 
ShireCAN had stalls at markets and fairs at 
Sutherland, Como, Gymea and Menai. We were 
also invited to speak at the Sutherland Bushwalkers 
Club monthly meeting to members. Our quarterly 
café meet-ups continue, as well as our newsletters 
to 370+ subscribers and Facebook Group of 161 
members. 

Supporting ShireCAN members as volunteers 
with training opportunities, is a valuable part of 
giving back. We were lucky to have Jason Ardler 
donate his time and expertise to provide a Change 
Leadership workshop which was extended to SSEC 
and Council staff.
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ShireCAN revised its logo to include our tagline.

The focus and priorities for ShireCAN going 
forward are: having a voice with two ShireCAN 
members on the Council’s Environment & 
Sustainability Reference Group and a ShireCAN 
member on the Affordable Housing Working Party 
and critiquing Council’s Draft Resilience and 
Biodiversity Strategies, to ensure they address 
important climate matters. With the adoption 
of the Council’s Climate Strategy, it will allow 
ShireCAN better leverage to meet with Council to 
urge them to modify legislation at a local level for 

new builds to be all-electric 
for health, affordability and 
to support the transition 
to clean energy. Shire 
residents have been asked 
to support this initiative 
HERE or accessing via this 
QR code.

Finally, we look forward to work with Council in the 
implementation of the new Tree & Bushland and 
Climate Strategies in various community initiatives 
and events.

ShireCAN Coordinator, Gay Curtis wishes to thank 
all ShireCAN members ‘we are a growing network 
of passionate Shire residents who really care about 
the future of our children/grandchildren.  
I get inspired everyday with our team’s effort and 
contributions as we work together on climate 
action and community education.’ When things 
get challenging, Michelle Obama’s quote has 
been an inspiration, ‘Don’t ever underestimate 
the importance you can have because, history has 
shown us that courage can be contagious, and hope 
can take on a life of its own.” 

Judy Walker, ShireCAN member, introducing The Lorax film screening at Tradies
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09-01-2025 Heathcote Road Over Bridge at Deadmans Creek Sandy Point. Photo credit Ian Hill.

Koalas and Sutherland Shire Wildlife Corridors
Ian Hill, SSEC Chair 

For many years SSEC has sought better Koala 
protection from vehicle strikes and road kills along 
Heathcote Road.  One major site of concern has 
been Deadmans Creek at Sandy Point. In 2015 
Transport for NSW (TfNSW) implemented a major 
$19 million upgrading of the bridge at this location 
along with enhanced road widths and alignments 
over the bridge and an improved intersection with 
St George Crescent which is the sole entry point to 
the suburb of Sandy Point.

Koala migrations following Sandy Creek were 
exposed to vehicle strikes if they ventured onto 
Heathcote Road so the proposition of supplying 
adequate fencing to funnel koala movements 
beneath the new bridge was championed by SSEC 
and other conservation groups. 

In January 09-01-2025 a joint meeting between 
SSEC, NPA Southern Sydney and TFNSWQ 
representatives met at the bridge to discuss final 
considerations for preparation for the EIS to go 
before Liverpool Council to permit the required 
fencing. 

Other additions to benefit the whole process were 
discussed and subsequent emails exchanged 
outlaying these ideas. These included more Fauna 
Access Pipes in the Army perimeter fence for more 
transit points for Koala movement and improve 
walkways for Koalas and other wildlife to approach 
the space beneath the bridge spans. 

This effort led to the submission of the EIS to 
Liverpool Council.
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09-01-2025 Heathcote Road Bridge spans over Deadmans Creek Sandy Point. Photo credit Ian Hill.

09-01-2025 View looking south towards Holsworthy Military Base showing the Fibre Reinforced Plastic walkway intended for wildlife 
beneath Heathcote Road Bridge over Deadmans Creek at Sandy Point. Photo credit Ian Hill.
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Two Views of the Fauna Access Pipe in the Defence Force Fencing at Deadman’s Creek, Sandy Point. Photo credit Ian Hill.
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The Koala Campaign intends to monitor Koala 
Road Strikes along Heathcote Road and evaluate 
the success of the Deadmans Creek Koala 
wildlife strategy. It also will seek to improve 
Koala Protection at points in the Woronora. The 
campaign welcomes support and input from 
members and concerned residents.

09-01-2025 Beneath Heathcote Road Bridge over Deadmans Creek at Sandy Point looking northwards from 
the side of the Defence force lands. Photo credit Ian Hill.
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DNA Barcoding of Terrestrial Arthropod Biodiversity and  
Biomass in the Royal National Park
Ross Jeffree

This SSEC Citizen Science Project is determining 
the species and biomass, over the annual cycle, 
of terrestrial arthropods occurring at four sites 
throughout the Royal National Park (RNP). 
The SSEC Team includes Melissa Harvey, Sue 
Mc Taggart and Ross Jeffree, with liaison and 
logistical support from Bre Mc Clafferty, NPWS.  
Most terrestrial biodiversity is represented by 
flying insects that provide essential ecosystem 
services including the following; pollination, pest 
suppression, decomposition and provision of a 
stable food source for other species. 

Our four sampling sites are located in heath, dry 
and wet sclerophyll vegetation types and are in 
close proximity to those of NPWS’s EcoHealth 
Scorecard program for the RNP, which is focussed 
on identifying vertebrate biodiversity. We have 
now collected and dispatched to the University 
of Guelph about half of all the samples that will 
be collected in this Project. At their Centre for 
Biodiversity Genomics already nearly 4000 species 
have been identified, and their DNA barcodes 
entered into an international database (IBOL-
International Barcode of Life). Already, these 

results are hinting at high biodiversity in the 
RNP, compared to other temperate forests of the 
world. Australia’s DNA Barcode Reference Library 
is currently very incomplete, which impedes the 
application of inexpensive DNA-based screening 
methods (eDNA, metabarcoding).  This project is 
addressing this gap by Barcoding our collections. 

Taxonomic and DNA analyses have already 
identified many invertebrate specimens from 
Families that could also include vertebrate 
DNA- for example, those that are blood feeders. 
An additional challenge is to identify any such 
vertebrates and compare them with those 
previously recorded in NPWS camera traps and 
soundscape recordings. 

Presentations on our SSEC Citizen Science project 
have been given to the NSW Nature Conservation 
Council and to the Friends of the Royal (https://
youtu.be/qzNpryLgNF8)

Ross Jeffree; ross.jeffree@outlook.com;  
0412 898 286

Bundeena

Royal National Park

Cronulla

Wattamolla

Palona

Woronora
Dam

Lucas Heights

Engadine

Uloola

Helensburgh

Otford
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Electrify Bundeena 

Steering Committee Overview

The 2024–25 year has been one of consolidation, 
experimentation, and resilience for Electrify 
Bundeena. We continued our community 
engagement, ran multiple educational events, pursued 
ambitious renewable energy projects, and deepened 
our advocacy at local, state, and federal levels. While 
some initiatives faced unexpected hurdles, our core 
mission – reducing carbon emissions and 
helping our community transition to clean 
renewable energy – remained unwavering.

Community Engagement & Events

Over the year, Electrify Bundeena hosted a range 
of events aimed at raising awareness, sharing 
knowledge, and mobilising our community:

Women and Renewables (Sept 2024, photo) 
– An interactive session featuring local women 
sharing hands-on experience with heat pumps, 
home batteries, EV ownership, cooking with 
induction, and energy-saving tips.

Household Energy: Gas 
vs Electric (Nov 2024) – 
Focused on switching from 
gas to electric appliances, 
efficiency upgrades, and 
cost considerations.

All Things Batteries 
(Aug 2025) –  
A comprehensive online event covering home 
batteries, subsidies, Virtual Power Plants (VPPs), 
peer-to-peer trading, community batteries, and 
vehicle-to-home technology. Including our launch 
of a discounted participation in a peer-to-peer 
energy club for Bundeena and Maianbar.

Community Survey 18 months on – Over 106 
responses are to be analysed to provide us with 
insights into the electrification uptake and attitudes 
since our baseline survey Sept 2023, to be shared in 
a dedicated reporting session – Nov 2025.

We also maintained a presence in community 
spaces and online, including via our local 
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Facebook group with over 309 members, and the 
Sutherland Shire Solar Network.

Key Projects & Initiatives

1. EV Charging Infrastructure We explored and 
facilitated public EV charging solutions, including a 
partnership for the Bundeena Bowling Club. While 
the project did not proceed, advocacy continued with 
SSC councillors and the NSW Government regarding 
the shortage of chargers in the Sutherland Shire, and 
inability to access grant funding.

2. A Community Battery? We met with a 
community battery/energy supplier and  discussed 
community battery models that may work for 
Bundeena. We also facilitated discussions with 
Ausgrid on this. We have registered our interest in 
being a trial site.

3. CVPP & Peer-to-Peer Trading We facilitated 
a deal for residents who wish to join a Community 
Power Club to enable local solar owners to trade or 
gift surplus energy, keeping energy benefits local 
and in not-for-profit systems

4. Advocacy & Political Engagement 
Meetings were held with: - David Moncrieff MP 
(Hughes) on urgent climate action. - Maryanne 
Stuart MP (and the NSW Net Zero Transport 
team on EV infrastructure – in August 2025 to 
come). And we wrote to SSC about the lack of EV 
charging infrastructure in the Sutherland Shire.

5. Education & Resources We produced 
generic flyers, core-flute signs with QR codes, and 
online resources to help residents understand 
electrification options and subsidies. 

Get off the Gas Lecture. Photo credit Greg Walker.
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Organisational Transitions & Thank Yous:

Farewell and thanks to Keith Trigwell, Ken 
Heskett, Valerie Etienne and Scott Dovey for their 
contributions.

Website management is in transition, with 
interim support from Scott Dovey.

Closing balance: $4413.93– providing 
flexibility for future events and small projects.

Challenges:

Lower attendance at some events, prompting a 
rethink of engagement strategies.

Unsuccessful Rewiring Australia grant 
application.

EV charger partnership with the Bowling Club not 
proceeding, however, we have not given up yet.

Looking Ahead – 2025/26 Priorities

Presenting Survey Results to the community 
and stakeholders.

Advancing Community Battery site 
identification and feasibility.

Pursuing EV charging through alternative 
partnerships and grants.

Help the Bundeena Bowling Club get a 
battery and new Energy Provider

Expanding online engagement and volunteer 
project management.

Continuing advocacy with NSW government 
for inclusion in regional renewable energy and 
transport planning.

Electrify Bundeena thanks all its 
volunteers, partners, and supporters for 
their commitment, ideas, and energy. Together, 
we are building a cleaner, more resilient, and self-
reliant community.
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Financial Report
INCOME

In the 2024/2025 Financial Year the SSEC 
generated total income of $ 77,228 made up of:

•	 $12,196 grant from LEAF Perpetual (Local 
Environment of Australia Fund)

•	 $825 general donations & fund raising.
•	 $ 727 membership fees
•	 $ 58,561 Rental income Merton Street, 

Sutherland
•	 $ 4,537 Investments – Australian Ethical
•	 $ 382 Interest income. 

EXPENSES

Overall expenses amounted to $106,834

•	 $ 8,661 LEAF Grants funding
•	 $87,823 Council Rates and Strata fees including 

Special Fire Levy
•	 $ 3,174 general operating costs – Note this inc 

write off of old reconciliation discrepancies to 
bring the accounts back in line with pass audited 
accounts.

•	 $1,129 insurance
•	 $ 1,284 storage
•	 $ 4,381 IT costs

BALANCE SHEET

The property purchased in 2002 and our bank 
balance continue to dominate the Balance Sheet of 
SSEC.

The Merton Street tenant is BR NSW/ACT Services 
Pty Ltd.

They renewed a 3 year lease from June 2025 to 2028.

Rent from June 2025 is $68,700 plus GST per 
annum, with a 3% rent increase for June 2026 & 
2027.

For the year the funds invested with Australian 
Ethical Managed Funds have increased in value by 
$4,537.

Old liabilities have been reconciled and write off.

SUMMARY

Although the Profit & Loss statements shows a 
$30k loss due to capital works fund fire levy SSEC 
is in a healthy position as thankfully our Chairman 
Ian Hill negotiated a further 3yr lease with the 
Tenant securing our ongoing revenue into the 
future.

Despite the setbacks of Fire levy payments, the 
SSEC financial accounts remains in a healthy 
position.

I am thrilled to be collaborating with such a group 
of inspiring and dedicated board members and wish 
to thank them for all their care and support.

My deepest gratitude goes out to all the members of 
SSEC for all the time, dedication, and passion you 
contribute to SSEC and the Environment. 

The Board extends its heartfelt appreciation to past 
and present members and supporters of SSEC, 
whose backing and foresight have empowered SSEC 
to achieve financial autonomy.

Pili Stone
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Jul. 2024 - Jun. 2025 Jul. 2023 - Jun. 2024 (PY)
Income

Donations 790.00 2,070.00

Tax Deductible Donations 12,196.00 16,514.00

General donations 0.00 210.00

Koala Signs 0.00 1,224.95

Total for Donations A$12,986.00 A$20,018.95

Fund raising activities 0.00 3,121.27

Electrify Bundeena 35.00 7,424.04

Total for Fund raising activities A$35.00 A$10,545.31

Membership Subscriptions 727.20 1,705.29

Investment - Australian Ethical Balance Fund – ARSN 9255 1,395.45 2,911.23

Investment - Australian Ethical Shire Fund – ARSN#9166 3,141.28 4,847.39

Rental Income 58,561.32 59,839.85

Service/Fee Income 0.00 18.18

Total for Income A$76,846.25 A$99,886.20

Cost of Sales

Gross Profit A$76,846.25 A$99,886.20

Other Income

Interest income 382.00 371.96

Total for Other Income A$382.00 A$371.96

Expenses

Accounting and bookkeeping 460.00 254.56

Auditor's fees 440.00

Total for Accounting and bookkeeping A$460.00 A$694.56

Bank charges and fees 49.73 120.63

Depreciation 1,026.00 1,284.00

Gas and electricity, water rates 250.85 63.50

Gifts and donations 81.82 0.00

Insurance 1,129.20 1,143.60

LEAF Funding 2,825.00 0.00

Electrify Bundeena 1,531.00 3,441.83

Discretionary spending Electrify Bundeena 266.90 0.00

Total for Electrify Bundeena A$1,797.90 A$3,441.83

Other 517.32 4,836.36

Speaking for the Planet 2,200.00 0.00

ShireCAN 178.64 573.06

Discretionary Spending SO Shire 1,142.50 0.00

Total for SO Shire A$1,142.50 0.00

Sutherland Shire Environment Centre

July 2024 - June 2025
Total

Profit & Loss Comparison
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Jul. 2024 - Jun. 2025 Jul. 2023 - Jun. 2024 (PY)
Bob Walshe Writing Award 2,400.00

Greater Sydney Landcare (Peabody) 281.82

Sydney Basin Koala Network Koalas 7,764.00

Total for LEAF Funding A$8,661.36 A$19,297.07

Meeting Expenses 1,840.91 307.91

Postage & shipping 173.64 158.18

Printing, stationery & supplies 960.63 1,448.41

Rates & Strata Fees 87,822.94 26,587.64

Storage 1,283.68 1,117.27

Subscriptions 301.80 797.65

Telephone & internet expenses 799.16 390.94

Website 3,582.28 2,652.92

General Expenses 0.00 77.27

Legal and professional fees 0.00 890.91

Other Campaign Funding (Non LEAF) 0.00 74.26

Repairs and maintenance 0.00 1,186.36

Total for Expenses A$108,424.00 A$58,293.08

Other Expenses

BAS Roundoff Gain or Loss -0.95 1.11

Reconciliation Discrepancies -1,589.30 0.00

Total for Other Expenses -A$1,590.25 A$1.11

Net earnings -A$29,605.50 A$41,963.97
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Jul. 2024 - Jun. 2025 Jul. 2023 - Jun. 2024 (PY)
Bob Walshe Writing Award 2,400.00

Greater Sydney Landcare (Peabody) 281.82

Sydney Basin Koala Network Koalas 7,764.00

Total for LEAF Funding A$8,661.36 A$19,297.07

Meeting Expenses 1,840.91 307.91

Postage & shipping 173.64 158.18

Printing, stationery & supplies 960.63 1,448.41

Rates & Strata Fees 87,822.94 26,587.64

Storage 1,283.68 1,117.27

Subscriptions 301.80 797.65

Telephone & internet expenses 799.16 390.94

Website 3,582.28 2,652.92

General Expenses 0.00 77.27

Legal and professional fees 0.00 890.91

Other Campaign Funding (Non LEAF) 0.00 74.26

Repairs and maintenance 0.00 1,186.36

Total for Expenses A$108,424.00 A$58,293.08

Other Expenses

BAS Roundoff Gain or Loss -0.95 1.11

Reconciliation Discrepancies -1,589.30 0.00

Total for Other Expenses -A$1,590.25 A$1.11

Net earnings -A$29,605.50 A$41,963.97

Sutherland Shire Environment Centre

Balance Sheet Comparision 
As of June 30, 2025

TOTAL

AS OF JUNE 30, 2025 AS OF JUNE 30, 2024 (PY)

Assets
Current Assets
Accounts Receivable
Accounts Receivable (A/R)

Total for Accounts Receivable 0 0

7,019.39 39,675.68
175.82 292.23

15,714.80 20,768.15

5,035.61 6,899.71
0.30

251.86
505.00 505.00

BA Community Access
BA Community Access Card a/c 
Balanced Fund
BA Public Gift Fund 
Diversified Shares Fund 
Electrify Bundeena
Other current assets
PayPal
Prepayments
Suspense
Undeposited funds

Total for Current Assets A$28,450.62 A$68,392.93

Long-term assets
51,368.04 49,972.59
56,109.90 52,968.62

Australian Ethical Balance Fund – ARSN 9255
Australian Ethical Shire Fund – ARSN#9166 
Furniture & Fittings - Merton Street 0 0
Depreciation 
Original cost

-49,089.00
53,168.00

-48,063.00
53,168.00

A$4,079.00 A$5,105.00Total for Furniture & Fittings - Merton Street 

Merton Street at cost 506,353.00 506,353.00
Total for Long-term assets A$617,909.94 A$614,399.21

Total for Assets A$646,360.56 A$682,792.14

Liabilities and Shareholder's Equity
Current Liabilities

-4,833.00
200.30

-2,186.00
4,522.08

24.00

Accounts Payable 
Accrued liabilities
ATO Clearing Account 
GST Liabilities Payable 
PAYG Withholdings Payable 
Payroll clearing 
Superannuation payable -166.70

Total for Current Liabilities -A$4,632.70 A$2,193.38

Non-current Liabilities
CBA business loan

Total for Non-current Liabilities 0

Shareholder's Equity
116,248.19 74,284.22

41,963.97
Retained Earnings 
Net Income
Opening balance equity

-29,605.50
564,350.57 564,350.57

Total for Shareholder's Equity A$650,993.26 A$680,598.76

Total for Liabilities and Shareholder's Equity A$646,360.56 A$682,792.14
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