Shire Climate Action Network (ShireCAN) 2024/2025 Year in Review
Gay Curtis, ShireCAN Coordinator

Shire Climate Action Network (ShireCAN) has had a dynamic and fruitful year and we continue to
welcome new members to our growing network.

Federal: ShireCAN committed to support the campaigns of nationally aligned organisations, such as
the Climate Council, 350.org Australia and Climate Action Network Australia. The latter providing
valuable resources with the latest media stories.

We continued to seek support and advice from 350.org Australia on their campaign to change NSW
councils, (specifically Sutherland Shire Council) local planning policies to require all new builds,
residential and business to be all-electric.

After the Cook electorate Bi-election in May 2024, ShireCAN members met with the Simon Kennedy
for a briefing and talk about renewables and his stance on nuclear.

State: Collaborating and supporting other NSW climate aligned organisation campaigns continued.
This involved the Nature Conservation Council’s Climate and Energy Working Group, including
writing a submission on the NSW Native Forest Preservation.

ShireCAN members were invited to attend in March 2025, a Lock the Gate, 3 Day Movement Muster
in Dungog where city and regional groups worked together on coal and coal seam gas issues
especially impacting rural farming lands. ShireCAN also supported Lock the Gate’s campaign with a
submission on the NSW Net Zero Commission’s Work Plan.

Local Shire: ShireCAN continued the working relationship with the Environmental Science Unit of
Council, sharing information and cross-promoting climate activities/events as well as having
quarterly meetings, to discuss and contribute to Council’s climate and sustainability initiatives. This
also included two stakeholder forum briefings for the Tree & Bushland and Climate Strategies.
ShireCAN members were also invited to a Council Community Energy Pilot workshop.

ShireCAN members attended several Council Meetings to support a ShireCAN speaker in the
adoption of the Tree & Bushland Strategy and the Climate Strategy. Two ShireCAN speakers also
spoke on two separate Council Meetings, against the approval of the Development Control Plan, 3m
Tree Removal Rule.

Due to the Sutherland to Cronulla Active Transport Link (SCATL) Stage 2 West and Stage 3 proving to
be going nowhere fast, ShireCAN initiated a campaign for members and the community to write to
the Ministers for Transport and Roads as a final push to urge a decision, to proceed still using some
of the rail corridor. ShireCAN and other local stakeholders wrote to the respective Ministers and
lobbied State MPs and Councillors to request a meeting to resolve the stalemate.



In the September school holidays, ShireCAN organised a movie screening of Dr Seuss’ ‘The Lorax’.
ShireCAN would like to thank Tradies who supported the event, providing the room and equipment
and helping with the promotions. The participants also enjoyed fun games learning about caring for
the environment.

Judy Walker, ShireCAN member, introducing The Lorax film screening at Tradies

Connecting with Shire residents is important; ShireCAN had stalls at markets and fairs at Sutherland,
Como, Gymea and Menai. We were also invited to speak at the Sutherland Bushwalkers Club
monthly meeting to members. Our quarterly café meet-ups continue, as well as our newsletters to
370+ subscribers and Facebook Group of 161 members.

Supporting ShireCAN members as volunteers with training opportunities, is a valuable part of giving
back. We were lucky to have Jason Ardler donate his time and expertise to provide a Change
Leadership workshop which was extended to SSEC and Council staff.

ShireCAN revised its logo to include our tagline.

ShireCAN

Educate | Mitigate | Adapt

The focus and priorities for ShireCAN going forward are: having a voice with two ShireCAN members
on the Council’s Environment & Sustainability Reference Group and a ShireCAN member on the



Affordable Housing Working Party and critiquing Council’s Draft Resilience and Biodiversity
Strategies, to ensure they address important climate matters. With the adoption of the Council’s
Climate Strategy, it will allow ShireCAN better leverage to meet with Council to urge them to modify
legislation at a local level for new builds to be all-electric for health, affordability and to support the
transition to clean energy. Shire residents have been asked to support this initiative HERE or
accessing via this QR code.
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Finally, we look forward to work with Council in the implementation of the new Tree & Bushland and
Climate Strategies in various community initiatives and events.

ShireCAN Coordinator, Gay Curtis wishes to thank all ShireCAN members ‘we are a growing network
of passionate Shire residents who really care about the future of our children/grandchildren. | get
inspired everyday with our team’s effort and contributions as we work together on climate action
and community education.” When things get challenging, Michelle Obama’s quote has been an
inspiration, ‘Don’t ever underestimate the importance you can have because, history has shown us
that courage can be contagious, and hope can take on a life of its own.”


https://forms.gle/xUSRJJc86FeLJGoc9

